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Hans Günter Brauch’s Obituary on Klaus von Beyme 
 
Prof. Dr. Klaus von Beyme, one of the globally most influential and most cited German 
political scientists and a major German public intellectual, has died on 6 December 2021 in 
the age of 87. He was one of my university professors in political science, the first adviser of 
my PhD thesis at Heidelberg University and my key examiner in political science during my 
oral PhD examination on 30 June 1976.  

In 2013 he became one of my most distinguished authors of whom I published two English 
books on the occasion of his 80th birthday and two additional books that were translated from 
German in 2018 and 2019. We had considered to translate additional books, especially one of 
his key publications on political theory (1789 - 1945) focusing on liberalism, conservatism 
and socialism but I failed to raise the money for its translation. I still hope to publish an 
English translation of a biography of his comprehensive academic work by a young scholar. 

 

Klaus von Beyme 
Pioneer in the Study of Political Theory and 
Comparative Politics 
2014, pp., with photos, figures, tables  
2014, pp., with photos, figures, tables  
ISBN (Softcover) 978-3-319-01534-7-:  
ISBN (Online/eBook): 978-3-319-01535-4  
Order this book on the Springer Website  

Klaus von Beyme 
On Political Culture, Cultural Policy, Art and 
Politics 
2014, pp., with photos, figures, tables  
ISBN (Softcover) 978-3-319-01558-3  
ISBN (Online/eBook): 978-3-319-01559-0  
Order this book on the Springer Website  
This volume is illustrated with paintings of  
Maximilian von Beyme 

  

 

 

http://www.springer.com/law/environmental/book/978-3-319-01534-7
http://www.springer.com/law/environmental/book/978-3-319-01558-3
http://www.afes-press-books.de/html/SpringerBriefs_PSP_Maximilian_vonBeyme.htm


 

Klaus von Beyme 

From Post-democracy to 
Neo-Democracy 
(Cham: Springer International 
Publishing, 2018) 
ISBN (Softcover) 978-3-319-01558-3  
ISBN (eBook): 978-3-319-01559-0  
Order this book on the Springer Website  

 

 

Klaus von Beyme 

Rightwing Populism 
An Element of Neodemocracy 
(Cham: Springer International 
Publishing, 2019) 
ISBN (Softcover) 978-3-030-03176-3  
ISBN (eBook):  
Order this book on the Springer Website  

 
 

Since 2013 we met regularly several times a year both in his office in his Institute of 
Political Science (IPW) and in his home in the Landfriedstraße in the centre of the old town of 
Heidelberg where his wife Maja von Beyme often invited me for lunch, afternoon coffee with 
cake or for dinner. Klaus and Maja von Beyme were guests at my 70th birthday party in 
Mosbach, close to Heidelberg, where he presented a poem he had composed in my honour. 
Already during the pandemic he attended on 13 July 2020 together with the second adviser of 
my thesis, Prof. Hartmut Soell, a ceremony when I was awarded the Federal Cross of Merit on 
Ribbon of the German Federal President by the lord major of Mosbach. My last visit in his 
apartment was on 6 November 2021 a month before he passed away peacefully in his home in 
the presence of his family, 

During these eight years (2013-2021) he often told me episodes of his life, his family, of 
his career and of his present new academic interests and books he was writing. Until his mid-
eighties he taught seminars at Heidelberg University, gave lectures and wrote each year a new 
book among them two for which I could raise funds for language editing and translation into 
English. 

When I was hospitalised four times in a university clinic in 2019 he cared about my health 
and often called me to send me his best wishes for a full recuperation. As we experienced the 
same disease he asked me about my own experience and how I succeeded to become healthy 
again and to continue my editorial hobby as an independent external academic editor with 
Springer Nature.  

In 2021 when he stopped writing and completing his last book on social democracy and 
when he told me that modern medicine could not help him anymore I became aware that 
when he had to give up what he had learned and knew best to write academic books and 
articles that his life was coming to an end. Between July and November 2021 his health 
situation declined rapidly but his mind remained fresh and he was still interested in my health 
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situation, in  my editorial hobby and my most resent publications on a peace ecology and on 
the Anthropocene that started between 1940 and 1950 the decade of American policy I had 
analysed in my thesis on global structural change and the US leadership role of which he was 
the first adviser. 

During these many private conversation I observed one of the most adored professors of 
generations of students in political science as a very polite, modest and caring person with 
principles of social justice he did not only address in his lectures and publications but 
practiced them towards his students avoiding both any favouritism or discrimination due to 
social classes and status. Being born into a noble family he practiced the goals and values of 
social democracy, a party of which he had been a member since 1958 for 63 years. 

My distinguished author Klaus von Beyme gradually became a fatherly friend who gave 
me hope when I was struggling for my life not to give up and to look with confidence into the 
future. I followed his advice and have continued my editorial hobby once my own health 
situation had improved.  

Klaus von Beyme has been both a highly respected, adored and hard-working, well 
organised, reliable, modest, amiable and focused public intellectual who participated in many 
discourses within his discipline of political science but who also shared his assessments in 
many policy debates. As one of the last geniuses and academic giants in political science he 
could read the literature in a majority European languages and integrate the results in his more 
than 50 monographs and more than 500 academic articles.  

But he also analysed new issues areas of architecture, cultural policy and of the arts from a 
social science perspective. My fatherly friend Klaus who inspired many of his 100 PhD 
candidates, including myself, may rest in peace. I am both saddened about his death loosing 
with him one of my most distinguished authors and a fatherly caring friend.  
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Photo Gallery of Photos of Klaus von Beyme 
The Editor’s 70th Birthday Party in Mosbach, 1 June 2017 

 
Prof. Dr. Klaus von Beyme (Heidelberg), PD Dr. Hans Günter Brauch (Mosbach), Prof. Dr. 
Ursula Oswald Spring (Cuernavaca, Mexico), Ms. Maja von Beyme (Heidelberg) 

  
Prof. Dr. Klaus von Beyme and his former PhD student  and editor Dr. Hans Günter Brauch  



 
Ms. Ludivine Guillaume, Dr. Omar Serrano Oswald welcome Prof. Dr. Klaus von Beyme 

 
Dr. Omar Serrano (now Technical University of Munich), Prof. Dr. Klaus von Beyme (Em. 
Heidelberg University) and PD Dr. Hans Günter Brauch, OSI, Free University of Berlin (ret.) 

  

Prof. von Beyme and Dr. Brauch at the buffet Maja von Beyme and Prof. Dr. Serrena Eren-
dira Serrano Oswald (Cuernavaca, Mexico) 



  

The guests reading the menue and listening to 
the music 

In conversarion Prof. Dr. Klaus von Beyme 
(Em., Univ. Heidelberg) and Prof. Dr. Egbert 
Jahn (Em., Univ. Mannheim and Frankfurt) 

Dinner after the Award Ceremony of the Federal Cross of Merit 
on Ribbon to Hans Günter Brauch in Mosbach, 13 July 2020 

 

Prof. Dr. Klaus von Beyme and Dr. H.G. Brauch during the reception 



 
Prof. Dr. Hartmut Soell and Prof. Dr. Klaus von Beyme, Dr. Hans Günter Brauch and Dr. 
Hans Happes, former headmaster of the Nicolaus-Kistner high school, Mosbach during dinner 

 
Prof. Dr. Hartmut Soell, Prof. Dr. Klaus von Beyme and Dr. Hans Günter Brauch  



 
Prof. Dr. Lothar Brock (Em., Goethe Univ., Frankfurt) Prof. Dr. Hartmut Soell and Prof. Dr. 
Klaus von Beyme (Em., Heidelberg Univ.), PD Dr. Hans Günter Brauch and Dr. Hans Happes 
(both board members of the HGB Foundation on Peace and Ecology in the Anthropocene) 
and Prof. Dr. Czeslaw Mesjasz (Cracow Economic University, Poland ) in conversation 
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